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The Gladiator, March/April 2019, Volume 2, Issue 4 
 

Wayne-Local Schools 
Department of  
Special Education 
  

Dear Community Partners and Parents, 

I am very excited about the positive changes happening in the special 
education department.  In this issue you’ll see some of these exciting new 
changes that are coming our way. These changes and additions have all 
happened because of the parent, student, and community feedback that 
you all have provided through our newsletter dialogue.  

If you were ever wondering if your voice can make a change in your 
student’s school experience, just know that it can, and it did!  Together with 
our special education teachers, administrators, Board of Education, and 
fellow parents like you, we are making our community and student 
experiences better each year. I hope you enjoy reading about some of the 
upcoming changes for next year.  

I would also like to thank Clellon Tamme, a 9th grade student at WHS, for 
wanting to help students with disabilities and his community. Please check 
out the student spotlight article on the sensory chairs he created for students 
in our district.  

Karyn Phillips 

Special Education Coordinator 

kphillips@wayne-local.com 

(513) 897-4706 

This introductory, all inclusive, middle and high school elective 
course is designed to provide students with the basic technical 
skills needed to use simple and basic ASL when communicating 
with people that are non-verbal or with hearing impairments. This 
course will incorporate vocabulary, grammar, a basic 
understanding of Deaf culture and the Deaf community. Students 
with disabilities will be learning to communicate alongside their 
typically developing peers. This is a great opportunity for all 
students to learn how to sign together.  
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This new class is designed for high school students to acquire the necessary skills to make good 
choices regarding nutrition, cooking, finances, banking, budgeting, navigating within the 
community, and more.  This course will have a strong focus on fostering independence as well as 
community experiences and partnerships. Students will also have a school/community business as 
determined by the teacher and students each year. This course is for students that have already 
had Life Skills and are ready to move towards further independence and self-advocacy, with 
teacher recommendation.  

 

 

 

The testing center will be utilized by students, grades 6-12, that receive accommodations through 
an Individual Education Plan (IEP), a 504, or as an intervention through a Response to Intervention 
(RTI) plan.  The testing center will also be available to all students that have been absent for 
extended periods of time to make up any missed tests, quizzes, or exams when agreed upon by 
the general education teacher. Finally, the testing center will also provide a supervised work area 
for students that have received an In-School Intervention to complete assignments and not fall 
behind in their academic studies.  

The main goal of the testing center is to provide accommodations for students without providing 
an overdependence on assistance from their classroom teachers and intervention specialists. IT 
will also help eliminate students feeling like they are “pulled out” for testing in front of their peers. 
Our center allows for each and every accommodation listed on an approved plan be followed, 
and also creates a supported environment that instills independence, a focus on content, and 
more of a mastery of skills. It also places a focus on intervention and re-teaching of skills before 
students are tested over material rather than student dependence on step by step prompting. It 
also allows for more accurate tracking of which accommodations are used, and how often by 
each student according to their plan.  

Fostering testing independence also better prepares students for the college setting, and 
accreditation testing through a vocational program when accommodations are not always 
allowable.  
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Our department will soon be implementing a comprehensive transition program within the WLS 
District.  
Parents were asking for opportunities for students and their parents to become oriented with the new 
grade level and intervention specialist prior to the next school year.  

Essentially, the idea of a transition day is to help ease students’ anxiety, fear, and apprehension 
during the course of change, while allowing the team to discuss the needs, strengths, and beneficial 
strategies for instruction of the transitioning student. The goal of this new program is to foster 
communication and transition anxiety for students transitioning between grade levels and additionally 
between buildings (elementary to the middle school building, and the middle school students 
transitioning to the high school building).  

These will be optional meetings offered to families, they are not mandatory. It’s a service that we at 
WLS would like to provide our families, and a desire shared from our parent advisory group.  

More details to come!  

Next school year, a group of parents of children with disabilities would like to form a parent support group for other 

parents of newly identified students with disabilities. More details to come as this group forms. Please be on the 

lookout for information coming in our next newsletter.  

The goal of the group is to: 

 Help parents not feel not as  lost and overwhelmed when the first IEP is written 

 Give parents resources on what to do, where to go 

 Share personal stories of triumph and struggles  

 Be a voice for parents when decisions effect our children with disabilities 

 Listen and support other parents 

 Work with me (Karyn) on sharing the parent perspective on the needs of programming and issues in special 

education 

 How to work with the school and other parents on building outside relationships for special needs students 

(birthday party invites, play dates, sleepovers).  
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   Jenny Todd has worked at Waynesville 
Elementary as a paraprofessional for four 
years in special education resource room 
and inclusion settings. Jenny is an asset to 
the team as she always goes above and 
beyond for her students and the staff. Jenny 
has helped change the lives of many 
students in the district. She listens to 
students’ problems, helps them solve 
challenges, and is always looking for a way 
to do things better. Jenny is a very honest 
person, as well as humble.  

   She adapts to multiple environments. She’s 
flexible, on time, present every day, and 
can juggle various tasks at the same time. 
Jenny is a team player and is always willing 
to help. Students in the resource room enjoy 
her talks, lessons, and the love and joy she 
brings to the classroom. We enjoy Jenny in 
the elementary building and we are very 
happy and lucky to have her.  
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     My name is Clellon Tamme, I am a 9th grade student at Waynesville High school. I decided to do a community project 
to help kids with sensory issues that involves tennis balls. As hard as it is to believe, for many kids with problems 
regulating sensory input, something as simple as gluing tennis balls on their chairs could change the way they learn. 

      The hairs on the tennis balls help kids with disabilities such as autism, down syndrome, and sensory processing 
disorder because they provide a new sensory texture for the students, and those sensory inputs could change the way 
that student learns. That simple sensory change can help the student become more patient, and help them to focus and 
follow directions. Other students find simply feeling the tennis balls with their hands can help them.  

     In my research I have discovered that these chairs are in high demand and I would like to see more schools trying this 
out with their students. I would like to give a thank you to the Fabric Shack in Waynesville for donating all the fabric for 
my project. Also, I would like to thank The Tom Harrison Tennis Center for donating all the tennis balls. Thank you also 
to the Suittor family at Designs Now for donating Waynesville patches to give the chairs some extra school spirit. Lastly, 
I would like to give a big thanks to Mrs. Karyn Phillips at Waynesville Schools for giving me the opportunity to do this 
project. Thank you to everyone who helped, without you guys this project wouldn’t have been possible. 

      I hope to see in the coming years the children getting use out of these chairs and the chairs helping them, I would 
also like to see other schools trying this out in the future, possibly changing the way students with these disorders learn 
forever.
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                       World Down Syndrome Day 

 

Join us on Sunday, March 24th at Winton Woods  

This year is our 10th anniversary, so we are celebrating by adding a 10K! 
All 5K, 10K and Sleepy Sunday participants receive a LONG SLEEVE DRI-
FIT SHIRT.   

Celebrate Your Way!  

 Run or Walk the 3.21 course beginning at Harper Meadows in 

Winton Woods.  

 Join us for a longer route, and run the inaugural 10K race.  

 Sign the kids up for the Kids Fun Run (they will receive a short 

sleeve race shirt and a finisher prize!).  

 Enjoy the Sleepy Sunday!  You don't have to run or walk with us in 

order to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day.  Simply sign up, get 

a long sleeve race shirt, and sleep in on race day Sunday!   

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED BY MARCH 8 TO GET A T-SHIRT!  
 

Register!  

  

 

 

presented by  
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Wright State Receives Praise for being disability-friendly 
By Max Filby, Staff Writer for the Dayton Daily News 

 
Wright State University is again receiving praise as a good campus for students with physical disabilities.The 
school was ranked the third best of 10 schools for students with disabilities by College Magazine this week, a 
quarterly publication written and edited by college students.The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
came in second and Ball State University in Indiana came in first. Northern Kentucky University was also 
included in the ranking, coming in 10th place. 

 

In the ranking, Wright State received praise for its service dog park, assistance in residence halls, personal care 
attendants, wheelchair accessible shuttles and a personal assistance station that includes private restrooms. 
Wright State also offers wheelchair sports on campus and has an online guide available to help students with 
disabilities prepare for college, according to WSU. “Some colleges go above and beyond to make the transition 
to college life easy for students with disabilities. These ten schools offer accessible dorms, classrooms and 
transportation, plus they get the entire school body involved by advocating for awareness and inclusion for 
students with physical disabilities,” the magazine stated. 

Wright State has received credit before for being one of the nation’s most disability-friendly schools. 

In 2012, Wright State was highly rated in a book called “College Success For Students with Physical 
Disabilities.” The book mentioned the university’s accessible housing and transportation and its tunnel system, 
which connects most academic buildings on campus. 
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